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11. The Rabbi replied: | believe in the God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, who led the children of
Israel out of Egypt with signs and miracles; who fed them in the desert and gave them the land,
after having made them traverse the sea and the Jordan in a miraculous way; who sent Moses
with His law, and subsequently thousands of prophets, who confirmed His law by promises to
the observant, and threats to the disobedient. Our belief is comprised in the Torah--a very large
domain.
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12. Al Khazari: | had not intended to ask any Jew, because | am aware of their reduced condition
and narrow-minded views, as their misery left them nothing commendable. Now shouldst thou,
O Jew, not have said that thou believest in the Creator of the world, its Governor and Guide,
and in Him who created and keeps thee, and such attributes which serve as evidence for every
believer, and for the sake of which He pursues justice in order to resemble the Creator in His
wisdom and justice?
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13. The Rabbi: That which thou dost express is religion based on speculation and system, the
research of thought, but open to many doubts. Now ask the philosophers, and thou wilt find
that they do not agree on one action or one principle, since some doctrines can be established
by arguments, which are only partially satisfactory, and still much less capable of being proved.
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14. Al Khazari: That which thou sayest now, O Jew, seems to be more to the point than the
beginning, and | should like to hear more.
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15. The Rabbi: Surely the beginning of my speech was just the proof, and so evident that it
requires no other argument.
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16. Al Khazari: How so?
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| once asked a man who was considered among the Torah Sages concerning some of the topics
we mentioned regarding the inner wisdom and he replied that on this and similar things, the
tradition is sufficient to stand in place of rational inquiry.
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| said to him: "This applies only to those who lack the ability to inquire due to low powers of
perception and weakness of understanding, such as women and children, or feeble minded
persons (Translator: women used to be much less educated than in our times). But a man who
has sufficient power of intellect and perception to attain certainty on the truth of Tradition, and
he neglected to investigate this due to laziness or due to holding in light esteem the
commandments of G-d and His Torah - certainly he will be punished for this and he sins for
having neglected them.

A 19 ,TIND WY ,NIAA70 NN N1IN 3
NN WD 7V AENT7 'Y m 7 D iR LR DX (I'YR T2 TIND 7Y pNYT 2N 1R DX NYT7 X
. IMN2N NI IMAYN 'O 1'7V 1I7NYT 2N N'7OWN K120N 0T 0'Y75WINN 02V N 17 NNl

Regarding whether or not it is our duty to rationally investigate on the unity of G-d, | will say as
follows: For anyone who is capable of investigating on this and other similar matters through
rational inquiry - it is his duty to do so according to his intelligence and perception.
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| have already written in the introduction to this book sufficient arguments which demonstrate
the obligation of this matter. Anyone who neglects to investigate into it is blameworthy and is
considered as belonging to the class of men who fall short in wisdom and conduct. He is like a



sick man (a doctor) who is an expert on the nature of his disease and the correct healing
method, but instead relies on another doctor to heal him who applies various healing methods,
while he is lazy to inquire using his own wisdom and reasoning into the methods employed by
the doctor, to see whether or not the doctor is dealing with him correctly or not, when he was
easily able to do this without anything preventing him. The Torah has already obligated us on
this, as written: "know therefore today, and lay it to your heart[, that the L-ord is G-d in heaven
above and on the earth beneath; there is no other]" (Deut. 4:39)....
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And it is impossible for the nations to admit to our claims of superior wisdom and
understanding unless there are proofs and evidences which can testify for us along with the
testimony of the intellect on the truth of our Torah and our faith. And our Maker has already
promised us that He will remove the veil of ignorance from their minds, and show His
magnificent glory as a sign to us on the truth of our Torah when He said: "And the nations shall
walk by your light" (Isaiah 60:3), and "And many peoples shall go and say, Come you, and let us
go up to the mountain of the L-ord, to the house of the G-d of Jacob.." (Isaiah 2:3).
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Moses our Master was not believed in by Israel because he delivered tokens, for whosoever
bases his belief contingent upon tokens retains suspicion in his heart, for it is possible that the
token was delivered by means of enchantment and witchcraft. But all the tokens delivered by
Moses in the wilderness were responsive to necessities, and not as testimony for prophecy.
When it became necessary to have the Egyptians sunk, he divided the sea and drowned them
therein; when our need was food, he brought down for us Manna; when they became thirsty,
he split open the rock for them; when the Korah confederacy denied him, the earth swallowed
them up. Likewise came to pass all the other tokens. Wherein, then, did they believe in him? In
being present at Mount Sinai; for our own eyes saw and not through a stranger's, and our own
ears heard and not that of another; the flame, the thunder and lightning, and he drew near the
thick cloud and the Voice speaking unto him, we listening, saying: "Moses, Moses, go and tell
them thus and such," ...



From whence do we know that the standing at Mount Sinai alone is the evidence which makes
his prophecy true without a shadow of suspicion? Because it is said: "Lo, | come unto thee in a
thick cloud, that the people may hear when | speak unto thee, and may also believe thee
forever" (Ex. 19.9). Evidently, hitherto they did not believe in him with an everlasting belief, but
with a belief wherein there is after-thought and reflection.
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The foundation of foundations and firmest pillar of all wisdom is, To know that there is a First
Being, that He caused all beings to be, and that all beings from heaven and earth, and from
between them, could not be save for the truth of His Own Being.
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Thus, supposing that He is not, none else could have been called into existence.
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Conversely, supposing all other beings, save He alone, non-existent, His Being alone remains;
for, He does not cease to be because of their non-existence, as all beings are dependent upon
Him, but He, blessed is He! is not dependent upon them nor upon a single one of them;
therefore, the truth of His Being is incomparable to the truth of any other individual being.
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This is as the prophet says: "But the Lord God is the true God" (Jer. 10.10); He alone is the
Truth, and no other being possesses a truth similar to His Truth, even as the Torah says: "There
is none other like unto Him" (Deut. 4.39), meaning, there is no other true being, besides Him,
like unto Him.



